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Introduction 

The School Travel Plan looks at the journey to and from school. It seeks to 

make the journey safer and more sustainable.   It encourages ‘active’ travel like 

walking or cycling as a way to promote healthy lifestyles.   In addition, it 

encourages parents and staff to think about safe travel choices and choose 

alternatives to the car when coming to school. 

 

A School Travel Plan can offer the following potential benefits to staff, parents 

and pupils: 

 Improved road safety – it can increase the awareness and care taken by 

those accessing the site, by improving its amenity for walkers and cyclists 

and by reducing traffic levels in and around the site. 

 Improved health – it can help promote active travel, encourage healthier 

and more active lifestyles and can complement other school initiatives.  

 Independence – active travel, in particular, contributes to creating a 

sense of independence among the pupils. 

 

Aims 

The overall aims of this plan are to: 

1. promote and improve safety for pupils on their journey to and from 

school; 

2. promote and increase awareness amongst pupils, staff and parents of the 

health, safety, environmental and social consequences of their travel 

choices, i.e. walking and cycling; and 

3. improve safety in the car parks around the school and around the school 

entrance 

 

The School Travel Team 

The School Travel Team is comprised of the Depute Head, Business Manager, 

Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSOs), staff, parents, and the Parent Council.  

Wider community advice is sought from the Community Safety Partnership 

(local forum for agencies in Orkney ie Police, Fire, NHS, OIC, OHAL). 
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School Description 

Glaitness School is located to the west of Kirkwall.  It has a roll of 

approximately 258 pupils (including Early Years), some 60 part-time and full-

time staff and a catchment area which includes the west side of Junction Road 

as far as Scapa and the adjacent rural area.  A number of our pupils with 

additional support needs travel from other parishes within Orkney.   

 

School starts at 9.20am for P4-P7 pupils and 9.30am for P1-P3 pupils.   

The school day finishes at 3.30pm for all pupils.   

 

There are 2 main Early Years sessions; 9.30am-12.00pm and 1.00pm-3.30pm.   
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Roads and Pavements 

Our school is situated beside Pickaquoy Road, and accessed via Pickaquoy Loan 

to the east and Muddisdale Road to the West.   

 

 
Pickaquoy Road has a zebra crossing and also a part time, mandatory 20mph 

speed limit between the times of 9.00-9.30am and 3.25-3.50pm on school days.    

 

 

 
Pickaquoy Road and the entrance to Muddisdale Road are busy, subject to 

congestion at drop-off and pick-up times.    
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The Peerie Sea Loan development has a pavement along the main Pickaquoy Road 

leading to the school.  

 

Pupils walking or cycling to school are encouraged to use the Safe Routes to 

School.  See Appendix 1 – Kirkwall Primary Schools Safe Routes to School. 
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Foot and Cycle Paths 

There are a number of foot and cycle paths in the immediate school 

environment.  Children are encouraged to use paths rather than the main roads 

if possible, however, some of these routes may require pupils to cross busy main 

roads.   

 
There is a cycle path at the back of the school behind the Co-op and through 

the housing to join Glaitness Road.   

 

 
A School Crossing Patrol Officer (SCPO) is located at the Co-op crossing on 

Pickaquoy Loan between 9.00-9.30am and 3.25-4.05pm to ensure pupil safety.  

Should the School Crossing Patrol Officer be ill and unable to supervise this 

crossing it will be announced on the morning programme of Radio Orkney. 
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The entrance and exit to Liberator Drive/Close is on the Old Finstown Road, 

with pavements heading into town.  The photo below shows an alternative, 

quicker walking and cycling route.  The unsegregated cycle track was upgraded 

when the upper part of the path was being established via the Liberator 

development.   

 
This unsegregated cycle track then leads onto a single-track road.  On one side 

of the road is a large deep ditch.  The road currently has no pavement or 

streetlights from the Liberator Drive/Close path until the Rugby pitches are 

reached.  Future developments on the Soulisquoy site will include for pedestrian 

access and links from the new unsegregated cycle track at Muddisdale. 

,  

Pupils are encouraged to walk on the right-hand side to face oncoming traffic 

and wear hi-viz particularly in the winter.    
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Once pupils have completed their Bikeability Level 2 training in P6 they can take 

their bikes to school where there is provision for 20 scooters and cycles in the 

shelter.   

 

Pupils are expected to use cycle helmets.  Any pupil without a helmet will be 

asked to push their cycles home, not ride on them.   

 

 

Access/Cars and Buses 

Vehicular access to the school is from Pickaquoy Road/Muddisdale Loan.  This 

entrance leads to car parking facilities and drop off point.  Staff also use this 

parking area during working hours.   

 

Whilst a School Travel Plan is focused around promoting sustainable forms of 

transport, it is recognised that private cars will be used by some parents during 

winter months.  Parents are also encouraged to support pupils in walking to 

school where possible.   

 

Parents are reminded not to use the drop off point as a waiting zone and when 

picking up pupils drivers need to use the allocated parking spaces in the car-park 

as inconsiderate parking will have an impact on the safety of the pupils. 
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Parking – the upper car park for staff is shared with St.Colms.   

 

The main car park at the side of the school is used by visitors and parents.  This 

can at times become congested and care and consideration needs to be given by 

those using it.   

 

 

The car parking area at the NHS Peedie Sea Centre is not available to Glaitness 

School users. 

 

Entrances - Staff and visitors use the main entrance, close to St Colms, 

signposted from the car park.   Some pupils with additional support needs 

receive specialist bus transport to/from the main school entrance.  Pupils who 

arrive or leave out-with the usual school hours also use the main entrance. 
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How to get to the Main School Entrance 

1. View from Main Car Park – follow the pavement 
to the right 

 

 

 2. Follow pavement round to the left 

 

  
4. Follow the path - be careful of vehicles 
manuvring in the area 

 
5. Main entrance – the electronic doors are to the 

right side of the porch. 

  
6.  Press either access pad and the doors will 

open 

Welcome to Glaitness School Reception! 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Turn left here.  Walk down the path shown (there is 
wheelchair access via this path too) 
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Nursery pupils and parents enter the school by the Nursery entrance shown 

below: 

 

Pupils use a different entrance to access and exit the school to reduce the 

likelihood of contact with transport dropping off/collecting pupils with 

additional support needs at the main entrance.  The majority of pupils enter and 

exit the school from the car park immediately adjacent to the playground which 

faces onto Pickaquoy Road.   
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School Transport 

There are currently 2 bus routes which children from outlying areas use.  These 

cover the areas of Scapa and Lesliedale and 30 pupils are currently entitled to 

use the service. The school buses use the drop off zone on the Pickaquoy Road 

bus stop outside Glaitness School when dropping off and collecting pupils from 

school.  Pupils with additional support needs who travel by mini-bus or taxi with 

an escort come from Kirkwall and areas all over mainland Orkney.  Thirteen 

children make use of transport for pupils with Additional Support Needs.  

 

Glaitness School expects pupils to enter and exit the bus in an orderly manner 

and remain seated throughout the journey.  Pupils are also expected to wear a 

seat belt while on the bus.  OIC guidelines will be followed if a pupil does not 

follow the expected behaviour see Code of Conduct 

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Files/Education-and-

Learning/School_Transport_Conduct.pdf  

 

  

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Files/Education-and-Learning/School_Transport_Conduct.pdf
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Files/Education-and-Learning/School_Transport_Conduct.pdf
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School Transport Entitlement  

Qualification varies according to a pupil’s age and the distance they live 

from the school:  

 

 

 

 

 

Further details of various aspects of school transport provision including the 

School Transport Policy, newsletters, and advice to and the responsibilities of 

parents/carers is available at http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-

Directory/S/School-Transport.htm or contact the Education Transport 

Officer, telephone 01856 873535 extension 2427. 

 

There are times when transport may be mobilised early due to adverse weather 

conditions.  Parents/carers must therefore ensure that their contact details 

and emergency contact numbers are kept up to date with the school to assist 

this process. 

 

Public Bus Service 

The local town service operates daily and stops outside the school.  To help plan 

your journey, please consult https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables 

  

QUALIFYING DISTANCE FROM SCHOOL 

SCHOOL PUPIL              EASTER-OCT                OCT-EASTER 

Age 7 and under               over 2 miles                  over 1.5 miles 

Age 8 and over                 over 3 miles                  over 1.5 miles       

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/S/School-Transport.htm
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/S/School-Transport.htm
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
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Education 

In line with Curriculum for Excellence, pupils are taught about road safety at all 

stages.   

 
 

Road safety leaming and the seven principles of Curriculum for Excellence 

 

 

Progression — young people, as road users, 
experience continuous progression in their learning 
with each stage building upon earlier knowledge and 
achievements. 

Depth — young people, as road users, are given 
opportunities to draw on previous experiences and 
apply these to new situations. 

Relevance — young people, as road users, see the 

value of what they are learning and its relevance to 

their lives. 

Personalisation and Choice — young people 
are given increasing opportunity for exercising 
responsible personal choice as road users. 

Challenge and Enjoyment — road safety learning 
provides young people with experiences that are 
challenging at an appropriate level. 

Coherence — road safety learning provides young 

people with opportunities for activities which 

draw different strands of learning together. 

Breadth — young people have the 
opportunity to learn and develop as road 
users through a range of experiences. 
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Source: https://roadsafety.scot/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/CfE-2018-19-booklet.pdf Pg 04 

  

A range of opportunities to engage children at every level in road safety 

learning are available: 

 

Go Safe With Ziggy  

To inspire a child’s interest in road safety learning, exploring key themes 

through active experience and play.  Children have the opportunity to work with 

the Road Safety Scotland resources at home and at school.   The initiative has 3 

key age groups 0-3, pre-school and transition into P1.   

 

Streetsense2 

To challenge knowledge, attitudes and behaviours, enabling children to self-

reflect. 

 

JRSO All Together for Road Safety 

To encourage peer learning and promote road safety issues through partnership 

working. 

 

The introduction of Junior Road Safety officers in P6 and P7 has allowed for 

the opportunity to raise awareness in school through competitions, assemblies 

and a noticeboard. 

 

Theatre-in-Education 

To raise awareness of the coming dangers to which this age group will be 

exposed during the next few years, helping them realise why those dangers are 

particularly relevant to their age group and to enable them to analyse, discuss 

and change decisions and outcomes. 

 

  

https://roadsafety.scot/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/CfE-2018-19-booklet.pdf
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Bikeability  

Bikeability is a multi-level programme delivered by Cycling Scotland designed to 

give pupils the skills and confidence on their bikes and have a good 

understanding of how to ride safety on quiet roads.  Schools to deliver: 

 

Playground training for Bikeability Level 1 to Primary 5 pupils  

On-road training for Bikeability Level 2 to Primary 6 & 7 pupils. 

 

Play on Pedals 

Play on Pedals is a pre-school, early years resource that links into the national 

Bikeability Scotland training programme, through a series of fun and imaginative 

activities, nursery pupils will be helped to develop their balance and control 

skills. 

 

Bus Stop/Hometime  

These resources increase the road safety awareness of young people using 

school transport highlighting pupils responsibilities when crossing country roads 

after getting off the bus and also to focus on distractions that can have 

potential tragic consequences 

 

Pupils who use bus transport regularly meet to review safely and comfort issues.   

 

Walk to School Initiatives 

We participate in annual initiatives to promote healthy and environmentally 

friendly ways to travel to school.  During summer months pupils are more likely 

to walk or cycle to school. 

 

Safety Vests 

All P1 pupils are provided with a hi-viz vest at the beginning of the session.  

Glaitness School distributes vests to other pupils along with other 

fluorescent/flashing/reflective items in connection with schools excursions and 

JRSO initiatives.  Pupils walk regularly outwith the school grounds using planned 

routes to develop road safely and crossing skills.  When away from school on 

trips children and adults are provided with safety vests. We also advertise the 

availability of larger fluorescent vests and arm-bands which are available from 

the school office at nominal cost.   
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All pupils are provided with reflective disks during the winter months.  Pupils 

are actively encouraged to wear these at all times when distributed. 

 

How to maintain safety while travelling in poor light or adverse weather 

conditions is a focus during winter months.  Teaching also occurs through 

assemblies and visits from road safety organisations.   

 

School Travel Survey 2017 

The Hands Up Scotland survey to gather information about how our pupils travel 

to and from school was conducted on 15th September 2017. The results of travel 

mode for children at school that day were analysed and full results are noted 

below.   

 

 
The majority of pupils are driven to school.   

 

Monitoring & Review 

The School Travel Plan will be reviewed by the Head Teacher on a 3 yearly 

basis.  Progress will be measured by undertaking further questionnaires to 

parents as required and then annually by participating in the National Hands Up 

Survey.  

 

Promotion 

The School Travel Plan will be on the school’s website and on the School’s 

Noticeboard.  Copies can be requested from the school office. 

 

61 

15 

0 
2 

81 

40 

Hands Up Scotland  
Glaitness Survey Results 15 September 2017 

Walk

Cycle

Scooter/Skate

Park & Stride

Driven

Bus

Taxi

Other
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Glaitness School – School Travel Action Plan 
 
Aim Target Action Personnel Timescale Funding 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To promote and 

improve safety for 

pupils on their 

journey to and from 

school 

Review existing and investigate 

other potential safe crossing 

points 

Locate School Crossing Patrol Officer 

on these crossing at school time to 

support pupils to cross safely 

Education 

Service, OIC 

Short Term OIC 

Review existing part time, 

mandatory 20mph speed limit on 

Pickaquoy Road 

To extend the part time, mandatory 

20mph speed limit on Pickaquoy Road on 

the north west side of its junction with 

Peerie Sea Loan and on its south-east 

side of the Tesco Car park junction. 

Development & 

Infrastructure

OIC 

Short Term  OIC 

Reduce unnecessary car 

journeys to/from school 

Promote active travel, encourage healthier 

and more active lifestyles that can 

complement other school initiatives. 

Head Teacher Medium Term  

To educate the pupils on road 

safety issues including the use of 

zebra crossings 

Junior Road Safety Officers used in school 

with P6/7 pupils  
 

Road Safety 

Officer 
Short Term  

Road Safety is included in the 

curriculum on a regular basis 
Continue to use Road Safety Scotland and 

Cycling Scotland’s resources 
Teachers 

/JRSOs 

Short 

Medium & 

Long Term 

 

Raise awareness of the Safe 

Routes to School 
Update the Safe Routes to School map 

to include routes from the new housing 

developments at Walliwall and McLeod 

Drive with safe crossing place on 

Muddisdale Road. 
 

 

 

Head Teacher 

/JRSOs 

Short  

Aim Target Action Personnel Timescale Funding 
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To increase 

awareness amongst 

pupils, staff and 

parents of the 

health, safety, 

environmental and 

social consequences 

of their travel 

choices, ie walking 

and cycling 

To increase the number of pupils 

who walk to school on a regular 

basis. 

Participate in Walk to School Week 
 
Participate in Living Street’s walking 

initiative WOW. 
 
Encourage pupils to identify the impact of 

travel decisions via competitions. 

Head Teacher 
 
Head Teacher 
 

 
JRSOs 
 

Long Term 

 
Long Term 
 

Short 

Medium & 

Long Term 

Sustrans 

through 

RSO, OIC 

To increase the number of pupils 

who cycle to school on a regular 

basis. 

Continue to deliver Bikeability Level 1 to all 

P5 pupils. 
 

 
Continue to deliver Bikeability Level 2 on-

road training to all P6 pupils. 

Cycle Training 

Assistants/ 
P5 Teacher  
 
Cycle Training 

Assistants/ 
P6 Teacher 

Short Term 
 

 

 
Short Term 

 

Further enhance cycle volunteers 

skills & knowledge 
Cycle volunteers to attend one day 

certificated course ‘Cycle Training 

Assistant’ to enable them to deliver 

Bikeability Levels 1 & 2. 

Volunteer Cycle 

Trainers and 

school staff. 

Medium Term Cycling 

Scotland 

through 

RSO, OIC 
To increase the number of staff 

and visitors walking or cycling to 

the school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide Transport & Travel info and Route 

Maps. 
Head Teacher Short Term  

Aim Target Action Personnel Timescale Funding 
Continued … 
 
To increase 

Inform parents & pupils and keep 

them up to date 
Produce Transport & Travel Information: 
Bus Info: School & Public Service 
 

Head Teacher  
 

 

Short Term 
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awareness amongst 

pupils, staff and 

parents of the 

health, safety, 

environmental and 

social consequences 

of their travel 

choices, ie walking 

and cycling 

Parents Evening – display all travel info for 

parents to peruse. 
 
Promotion of walk and cycle paths 
 
Promotion of cycle facilities 
 
Promote the health, environmental and social 

consequences of their travel choices. 

 
Head Teacher 
/JRSOs 
 
School Staff 
 
School Staff 
 
School Staff 

 

 
Short Term 
 

 
Short Term 
 
Short Term 
 
Short Term 

To improve the 

safety in the car 

parks around the 

school and around 

the school entrance 

Encourage responsible parking 

by those who need to drive 

Investigate priority spaces in car park for 

car sharing ie multi occupancy 
 
JRSOs to monitor car park: drop off place, 

car sharing spaces, disabled parking. 
 
Investigate staggering the finishing time of 

pupils as is done for start times. 
 

Head Teacher 

 

 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 
Head Teacher 

Long Term 

 

 

Short Term 

 

 

 
Short Term 

 

 



 

Page 21 (updated May 2019) 

 

  

 

Appendix 1 - Kirkwall Primary Schools Safe Route to School 
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Appendix 2 - Safe Routes to School Questionnaire: March 2017 

A survey of Safe Routes to School was carried out during Parents’ Evenings in 

March 2017.  Here are the responses to the questionnaire: 
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The main concerns and feedback were as undernoted and these have been 

incorporated in the Action Plan: 

 

 There are lots of pupils walking to school which is great. 

 Request a painted walkway at the Peedie Sea Centre to separate 

pedestrians from traffic  

 Remind parents not to drop off or pick up at Peedie Sea Centre 

 A meeting could be held with OIC to discuss: 

o New pedestrian crossing at McLeod drive/Picky Road Junction 

o One way system – no right turn out of Muddiesdale Road  

o 20mph extension to Ayre Mills 

 Consider relocation of SCPO at Co-op crossing to Pickaquoy 

Road/Muddiesdale Road crossing. 

 

 

 


