
Meeting of Papdale Parent Council 
Monday 13 May 2019 at 5.30pm 

In Attendance: Wendy Bowen, Kevin Balfour, Tanya Blowfield (Chair), Craig Spence, 
   Lorna Robertson, Joanne Tait, Dawn Stanger, Katie Croy, Jos Tulloch, 
   Nicola Reid (minutes).  

1. Apologies 

Apologies were noted from Audrey Waterson, Ruth Drever, Paula Craigie, Rachal 
Thomson, Karen Allan, Shayron Mooney. 

2. Parent Council Member Photos 
Kevin took photos of all Parent Council members present at the meeting so that the Parent 
Council information board at reception can be updated. We will need photos of the 
remaining members as soon as possible. Please can photos be e-mailed in to Kevin, or 
can remaining members drop into the school to get their photo taken as soon as possible. 

3. Minute of Previous Meeting (04 February 2019) 
Joanne Tait’s name was added to the list of attendees, the minute was then agreed as an 
accurate record. Proposed by Katie Croy, seconded by Tanya Blowfield. 

Matters Arising 
The apps are still being trialled in various classes and seem to have been working 
particularly well for communicating with the parents of support for learning pupils. Andy 
Brown has been unable to progress the work on using tablets for SeeSaw as he has been 
covering Music classes and can’t afford any extra time out of the classroom at present.  

4. PC Chair and Head Teacher Meeting  
The next meeting involving Parent Council Chairs, Head Teachers and Council 
representatives takes place on Thursday 13 June 2019 from 0930 - 1530. Tanya is unable 
to attend so this is open to any other member of the parent council. If you would like to 
attend please let Tanya know asap. 

5. Head Teachers Report 
Wendy circulated paper copies of her report which has now been added to the meeting 
papers. The main points for discussion were:- 

Staffing 
The Education Department has still to confirm how many teachers we will be allowed for 
2019/20 which will dictate whether we have 17 or 18 classes. The 17 class model will 
mean that the current P5/6 will be split and return to straight P6 and P7 classes, in this 
model there will be two large P7 classes. Parents will be informed as soon as the 
Education Department confirm our staffing. Staff will carefully consider the composition of 
the new classes taking into account both ability and peer groups. 

Wendy is keen to keep teachers in set year groups wherever possible so that they can 
develop expertise and attend relevant training in those specific curriculums rather than 
having to keep moving and re-learning. This will mean staff are familiar with the curriculum 
and the resources available, allowing them to concentrate more fully on pupil need.   

Papdale will be receiving 0.5 FTE support for learning funding from the Foreign Office to 
help support the Syrian families in the school. Mr Miller will cover this role. A new FT 



Support for Learning has been appointed today. The Support for Learning PT for the lower 
end of the school is still to be recruited too. We are likely to need more support staff than 
we are allocated, this can hopefully be funded through the PEF.   

Timetable Changes 
It has come to attention that pupils are not all receiving the statutory 25 hours of teacher 
contact time and that not all teachers are getting their 2.5 hors of non-class contact time. 
To rectify this issue there will now be 15 minute break times and 45 minute staggered 
lunch breaks. It was raised at the meeting that the school could perhaps look at a more 
efficient system for allowing children to leave the dinner hall when they’ve finished their 
lunch. Each year group will be alerted when they should return to class by a combination 
of whistles and signs. There will be no more business meetings on Monday mornings but 
instead there will be a whole school assembly on a Friday afternoon, a celebration 
assembly once per month and a reflection assembly every 6 weeks. 

The new timetable will be trialled starting w/c 20 May 2019. 

Class Layout 
For 2019/20 the classroom layout will be changed. This is detailed in the Head Teacher 
report and further information will be circulated to parents at a later date. 

Anti-Bullying Policy 
This needs to be updated in line with the OIC’s new template. Can any willing volunteers 
please contact Wendy. (This can be parents from within or outwith the parent council.) 

6. Volunteering Update 
We have had forms in from 12 interested volunteers, they will need to be Disclosure 
checked and receive training. 

7. School Disco 
The next school disco is on Thursday 30 May. We will keep the same format as last time:- 
1600 - 1700 for Nursery - P2 
1730 - 1830 for P3-4 
1900 - 2030 for P5-7 

Jo is compiling the rota, please let Jo know your availability for helping out. 
Tanya will contact Tesco to see if they can donate crisps and juice again. 
We will implement a system this time (possibly an ink stamp on the hand) which means 
children will only get 1 packet of crisps. At the last disco many children were eating 
multiple bags which isn’t very healthy!   

* 1840 Jo left the meeting * 

8. Bike Shelter Thanks 
The bike shelters are completed and have been well used, it is felt that more children are 
now taking bikes to school. Thanks to all involved. Kevin will look into recycling the old 
bike stands, possibly another school could use them. 

9. AOCB 
The Role of the Parent Council 
Craig has compiled a paper on the role of the parent council which looked at our objectives 
as set out in our constitution together with examples of practice from other local parent 



councils. It was felt that a separate meeting of the PC would be useful to discuss this 
separately and to possibly update our constitution. It was agreed that it would be a positive 
move to put our meeting agendas up on the Papdale Facebook page in advance of our 
meeting so that parents and carers are aware of what we will be discussing and also to 
advertise the fact that anyone can come along to the meetings.  

Wendy is visiting a school in Edinburgh on 4 June so can ask about their parent council 
and how they operate.  

Thank you to Craig for his research and for pulling all of this information together.     

* 1855 Jos left the meeting * 

Tesco Bags of Change 
We will check with Jo whether she has contacted Tesco regarding the Bags of Change. It 
was felt we could put in a bid for IT equipment for the school.  

School Uniform 
Katie asked, on behalf of Logo Orkney, whether they are allowed to produce items with the 
Papdale Logo on? Kevin explained that there is currently a Gentleman’s Agreement in 
place with Trek and Travel whereby they produce the school polo shirts and hoodies and 
offer the school a cash amount and/or sports team sponsorship in return. 

Following discussion it was felt that Logo Orkney could perhaps produce items not 
available from Trek and Travel such as football tops, rugby shirts and cardigans with the 
Papdale logo. Kevin will contact both suppliers asking for prices and whether they could 
offer a percentage of each sale to the school.  

It was felt that it would be a positive move to encourage children to wear school tops to 
school and that a poll could be created for parents initially to gauge feeling on this. An 
expectation that children would wear school uniform could potentially be introduced from 
the start of the next school year. It should also be advertised that we have the school top 
swop shop available and that families who qualify for free school meals can also apply for 
a school uniform grant of £100. 

Date of Next Meeting 
Due to a large number of members being unavailable, the date of the next meeting has 
been changed to Monday 17 June. 

There being no other business, the meeting concluded at 1930.  

Date of next meeting: Monday 17 June 2019 at 5.30pm.


